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Lire of Cement, Bishop of Rome. 
(Abridged from Cox's Lives of the Primitive Fathers.) 


Lirr.te more is known with cer- 
tainty of the subject of this narrative, 
than that he was for several years 
bishop of Rome, and author of an 
epistle to the Corinthians, which is 
still extant. 

Clement is suppesed to have been 
a native of Rome, though the time of 
his birth is not ascertained. His fa- 
ther’s name was Faustinus. Several 
particulars relative to his early life 
are given by Dr. Cave on very doubt- 
ful authority. Bat the following cir- 
cumstatces, connected with his con- 
version, appear worthy of notice. 
When he had arrived at man’s estate, 
he was perplexed respecting the im- 
mortality of the soul and a future 
state; and endeavoured, without suc- 
cess, to obtain a satisfactory solution 
of his doubts at the schools of the phi- 
losophers. He then thought of con- 
sulting some Egyptian magicians, sup- 
posing, that if souls existed in a se- 
parate state, they would be able to 
recall one from the invisiblé world to 
satisfy his curiosity. Whilst he was 
in this state, he heard that the Son.of 
God had iately appeared on earth, 
and delivered the most excellent and 
important doctrines to his disciples. 
The intelligence deeply interested 
him; and the apostle Barnabas being 
at that time in Rome, he applied to 
him for information, and learnt from 
that “son of consolation” the first 
elements of Christianity. He after- 


‘wards met with the apostle Peter, by 


whom he was farther instracted in the 
things of God; and at length was join- 
ed to the congregation of believers, 
by the sacred ordinance of baptism. 
For many years after this he appears 


to have been highly respected by the 
Vor. L. 


great apostles, Peter and Paul, and 
frequently to have attended each of 
them on their journeys among the 
heathen. 

In the year 62, Saint Paul, in his 
epistle to the Philippians, having spo- 
ken of Clement as his fellow labourer, 
observes, that his “ name is in the 
book of life.” How honourable is this 
testimony concerning him! And, at 
the same time, hew consolatory is the 
reflection, that it is not more applica- 
ble to Clement than to every humble 
follower of our Lord Jesus Christ ! 


Hitherto the Christians, though al- . 


most always despised, and frequently 
insulted with impunity, had never been 
subjected to any legal persecution. 
But the time was now at hand when 
an imperial tyrant, after having long 
glutted himseif with the blood of his 
Pagan subjects, was about to spread 
devastation in the Church of God. 
Foremost in the rank of persecuting 
emperors, Whom the Church will ever 
regard with horror, stands the cruel 
Nero, whose conduct to the Christians 
adinits of no palliation, but was to the 
last degree unprincipled and inhuman. 
He commenced his ravages against 
the defenceless Church of Christ about 
the middle of November, 64. It ap- 
pears from Tacitus that he bionght 
no accusation against the Christians 
on the ground of their religion, but 
imputed to them the perpetration of 
a flagitious act, of which he himself 
was the author. This merciless ty- 
rant, having for his mere amusement 
caused several houses to be set on fire, 
kindled a flame in his capital, b 
which a great part of it was Gomcel. 
The corflagration of a city, with all 
its tumults of concomitant distress, it 
has been justly remarked, is one of the 
most dreadful spectacles in the world. 
How perverted then must have been 
37 | 
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the feelings of the emperor, who is 
reported to have expressed great plea- 
sure at the spectacle, and from an 
elevated spot to have amused himself, 
amidst the surrounding flames, with 
singing the burning of Troy. 

Hardened, however, as Nero was 
in vice, an exasperated public made 
him anxious to avert from himself the 
infamy of being reckoned the author 
of this calamity. But these attempts 
he found to be in vain. At length, in 
order, if possible, to divert the tide of 
popular indignation from its proper 
channel, he charged the crume upon 
the innocent Christians, and displayed 
the utmost eagerness in directing 
against them all the vengeance of the 
state ; putting them to death without 
mercy, and even making a jest of their 
torments. The above mentioned his- 
torian gives tlie following account of 
this event, which points out at the 
same time the severity of the persecu- 
tion, and the enmity of the Roman 
people to the followers of Christ. 

‘¢ Neither the emperor’s donations, 
nor the sacrifices he offered to the 
gods, could avert from him the infa- 
my of being the author of the confla- 
gration. Hence, to suppress the ru- 
mour, he charged the crime, and in- 
flicted the most exquisite tortures, on 
a people detestable for their wicked- 
ness, who were commonly known by 
ihe name of Christians. This sect 
derived its name and origin from 
Christ, who in the reign of Tiberius 
was put to death by the sentence of 
Pontius Pilate the procurator. For 
a time this destructive superstition 
was suppressed ; but afterwards broke 
out afresh; and not only spread 
through Judea, the source of the evil, 
but introduced itself into our metro- 
polis, the common sewer in which 
every thing filthy and flagitious meets 
and flourishes. Some individuals, 
who confessed themselves Christians, 
were at first apprehended, and a great 
multitude afterwards, upon their evi- 
dence, shared the same fate. These 
were al! condemned, not so much for 
the crime of setting fire to the city, as 
for their hatred of mankind. Their 
tortures were embittered with insult 
and derision. Some were enclosed 
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in skins of wild beasts, and torn to 
pieces by dogs; others were nailed on 
crosses; and others, covered with 
combustible materials, were lighted 
as torches at the close of the day. 
This spectacle, accompanied with the 
games of the circus, was exhibited in 
the emperor’s yardens. Nero himself 
was not merely present ; but, clad in 
the dress of a charioteer, sometimes 
mrxed with the populace, and occa- 
sionally contended in the race. Hence 
a degree of commiseration was at 
length excited in behalf of the Chris- 
tians, though criminal, and deserving 
the most exemplary punishment, be- 
cause they were sacrificed not so much 
to the public good as to the cruelty of 
an individual.” 

Who can read this account without 
being deeply affected with the misera- 
bie and destitute situation of the op- 
pressed Christians? If an author, so 
celebrated for accuracy as Tacitus, 
could manifest such hatred and igno- 
rance of the persons of whom he was 
writing, how inveterate must have 
been the prejudices of the generality 
of the people against them? ~We have 
indeed repeated instances of the most 
dreadful sufferings of the Christians 
being but too congenial to the feelings 
of the savage Romans, and of the rea- 
diness of their magistrates to indulge 
them with the exhibiticn of such 
horrid orgies. Under these circuin- 
stances it is not a little remarkable, 
that some writers have supposed that 
the persecution was confined within 
the walls of Rome , for surely it can 
never be conceived that the emperor 
would rage against the Christians in 
the capital, and suffer them to remain 
unmolested every where else. It is 
besides evident, from a passage in 
Tertullian’s Apology, that Nero pro- 
mulgated edicts against the Christi- 
ans, and if this be allowed, not a 
question can remain of their having 
been carried into effect throughout all 
the provinces. 

How Cleinent escaped this dreadful 
persecution we are notinformed. If 
he was in Rome at the time when it 
commenced, it is probable that he pro- 
vided for his safety by immediate 
flight, or so carefully secreted himself 
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in the city, as to elude the vigilance 
of his cruel enemies; for in times of 
persecution the ministers of the differ- 
ent churches were naturally the first 
objects of the popular fury. 

But though Clement avoided the 
fury of the present storm, it was other- 
wise with his great apostolical friends, 
Paul and Peter, who now closed their 
long, laborious, and eminently use- 
ful lives by honourable martyrdom. 

The dreadful persecution of Nero 
continued nearly four years ; during 
which period the Christians were ex- 
posed to every species of insult and 
outrage. 

The Romans were too much occu- 
pied by their own quarrels during the 
short turbulent reigns of the follow- 
ing emperors, Galba, Otho, and 
Vitellius, to pay much attention to 
the despised Christians. Indeed we 
have no particular accounts of their 
sufferings till the reign of Domitian, 
though it is not probable that-the fire 
of persecution was ever completely 
extinguished during any part of that 
period. 

As soon as there was an interval of 
peace, we may suppose, that Clement 
resumed his situation in Rome. It 
is also probable, from the testimonies 
of various writers, that he was ap- 
pointed by Peter, a short time before 
his martyrdom, to preside over the 
Jewish Christian Church in that city, 
St. Paul having about the same time 
nominated Linus to the like office 
over the Gentile Church ; the preju- 
dices between Jews and Gentiles be- 
ing still so inveterate as to make it 
inexpedient to unite them together in 
the same community. Linus, having 
presided over the Gentile converts 
upwards of twelve years, was suc- 
ceeded by Anacletus, who held the 
situation about the same time, and 
was then removed by death. 

Time, and a more clear under- 
standing of the nature of Chiristiani- 
ty, had now apparently removed the 
unhappy jealousy which had too long 
subsisted between the Jewish and 
Gentile Christians: to which recon- 
ciliation we may add, that the ruin of 
Jerusalem, and the extinction of the 
temple-worship, together with tlie 
downfall of the temple itself, “a not 

38 
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a little contributed. And as Cle- 
ment's long residence at Rome, and 
faithful discharge for five and twenty 
years of the duties of his episcopal 
office, had rendered him an object of 
general respect to both parties, the 
cordiality united under the presiden- 
ey of “aman who,” to use the lan- 
guage of Lreneus, “had seen the 
blessed apostles, and conversed with 
them, and had their preaching still 
sounding in his ears, and their tradi- 
tions before his eyes.” 

Ecclesiastical records gives us little 
information respecting the manner in 
which Clement acted in his bishopric ; 
though we may rest assured, from the 
testimony of many ancient authors, 
as well as from certain evident indi- 
cations in his own writings, that his 
piety was most eminent, and his con- 
duct in the highest degree exemplary. 
Interesting and profitable indeed 
would have been the perusal of an 
authenticated account of his charac- 
ter—to have read the various regula- 
tions he made for the introduction of 
Christianity where it was unknown, 
and the increase and establishment of 
it where it already existed. But, 
alas! whilst the minutest details have 
been given, with the greatest preci- 
sion and elegance, of persons, whose 
names deserved to be forgotten, or 
remembered merely to be abhorred, 
little is known of the lives of “men 
of whom the world was not worthy,” 
and who, under the Divine blessing, 
were the instrument of averlasting 
salvation to thousands of their fellow- 
creatures. All that is related re- 
specting Clement is, that he appointed 
notaries to inquire after, and faithful- 
ly record, all the acts of the martyrs 
that suffered within his district, and 
that he deputed missionaries to pro- 
pagate Christianity in those parts of 
the world, where the sound of the 
Gospel had not hitherto been heard. 

Inthe year 95, the «mperay Domi- 
tian, who had not hitherto persecuted 
the Christians, began to oppress them. 

This persecution ceased in the 
year 96, when the emperor Domitian 
was assassinated, He was succeeded 
by Nerva who recalled those that 
were banished, and suspended the 
bloody edicts of his predecessor. 
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By what means Clement weather- 
ed this storm we are not told, only 
we may be sure he would not prosti- 
tute his Christian integrity by any 
unworthy concessions. His epistle to 
the Corinthians, to which we have al- 
ready had occasion to refer, is suppos- 
ed to have heen written shortly after 
the accession of Nerva to the throne. 
By those who can be charmed with 
sanctity of sentiment and the effusions 
of genuine piety, unadorned by the 
brilliancy of genius, or the reftne- 
ments of human learning, this work 
will be perused with considerable in- 
terest. “It has a simplicity and a 
plainness not easily relished by a sys- 
tematic modern; but there belongs 
to it also a wonderful depth of holi- 
ness and wisdom.” The primitive 
Christians, indeed, seem to have had 
neither opportunity nor inclination 
to polish their compositions. But 
whether more or less excellence be- 
longed to them as writers, the sin- 
cerity in which they walked, the zeal 
which they displayed in diffusing the 
knowledge of truth, and their wil- 
lingness to die im defence of it, were 
eminently their attainments. The 
situation also of most of the primi- 
five Christians, the scantiness of their 
means for improvement in human 
knowledge and science, and their con- 
stant exposure to sufferings, make it 
more surprising that their works are 
so well written than that they are not 
better. If they abound not, however, 
in the graces of diction, that want is 
compensated by the vein of fervent 
piety, the native dignity of Divine 
truth, and occasionally the flow of un- 
tutored eloquence which they display. 

Clement’s epistle appears to have 
been composed in answer to one writ- 
ten by the Corinthian Church, which 
was at that time much in the same 
state, as when the apostle wrote to 
them. It contained many very pious 
members, but was harassed by va- 
rious religious contentions, and in 
danger of having a sound and exem- 
plary presbytery, superseded by a 
self-conceited and turbulent set of 
heretical teachers. 

Clement commences his epistle in 
a manner not dissimilar to that ef the 
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apostle, by addressing himself “ to 
the called and sanctified,” though at 
the same time he arrogates to himself 
no dignity, but speaks merely as the 
representative of the Church of Rome 
to the Church of Corinth.* Refer- 
ring to the unhappy divisions which 
prevailed amongst them, he remarks, 
“ The apostles preached to us from 
our, Lord Jesus Christ; Jesus Christ 
from God. Christ, therefore, was 
sent by God; the apostles by Christ. 
Both missions were in order, accord- 
ing to the will of God. Having, 
therefore, received their commission, 
being thoroughly assured of the re- 
surrection of our Lord, and believing 
in the word of God, with the fulness 
of the Holy Spirit, they went abroad, 
declarmg that the kingdom of God 
was at hand. Thus they travelled 
through different countries and cities, 
and appointed the first-fruits of their 
ministry, after they had proved them 
by the Spirit, to be bishops and dea- 
cons over those who should afterwards 
believe. 


« 


* The following excellent remarks, in re- 
ference to the supremacy assumed in later 
ages by the pontiffs of the Romish Chureh 
over the rest of the Christian world, will ap- 
pear strictly appropriate to every pious reader 
who is aequainted with St. Clement's epistle :-— 

“If the claims of authority be well ground. 
ed, they will, of course, be highest when 
nearest to their source: yet upon this supposi- 
tion how nnaccountable is the conduct of Cle- 
mens and the Chureh of Rome. We have 
here the first instance upon record in which 
that Church thought proper to interpose in 
the religions concerns of its brethren. It might, 
therefore, have been expected, that the bishop 
of Rome should have began with asserting his 
own sovereign authority over the Corinthian 
and all other Churches; should have required 
implicit obedience to his mandates; and, in 
case of non-compliance, denounced the rebel- 
lious assembly cut off from the body of the 
faithful: yet, as if # were intended by Provi- 
dence, that the first known interposition of a 
Roman pontiff in the affairs of another Church, 
should remain as a lesson of humility, or a re- 
proof of arrogance to his suecessors, the evan- 
gelical author of this episitle seems purposely 
to extenuste his authority even over his own 
people; merges even his own name in that of 
his Clureh; and though he reproves the mis- 
conduct of the Corinthians with freedom, and 
even with dignity, yet it is only with the free- 
dom of a henevoient equal, and the dignity of 
a grieved friend. But above all, humility and 
pstience ure cofispicuous: no * holy rege,’ no 
zenl calling for judgments, no asperity of re- 
proach; but prayers and intreaties, or, at most, 
expostulations and arguments, constituted, az 
thet time, the spiritual weapons of the Roman 
Chureh.” 








a 











o/s oft 26 260 bette? aoe 





ee 


om 6 lcetlU 


\C- 


ch 
in 
ht, 
op 
his 
an 
ed 
in 
el- 
he 
WVi- 
fu 
ch, 
Te- 
ali- 
ely 
wu 
t of 
nis- 
and 
ree- 
y ot 
and 
no 
re- 
ost, 
1, ar 
mat’ 











October, 1817.] 


“ The apostles themselves were in- 
formed by our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
contentions would arise concerning 
the ministry. On this account, there- 
fore, they not only themselves or- 
dained ministers, as we have before 
mentioned ; but also gave directions 
that on their decease, other chosen 
and approved men should succeed 
them.* We cannot, therefore, but 
think, it unjust to eject such persons 
from the ministry as were ordained 
(with the approbation of the whole 
church) either by the apostles or holy 
ynen succeeding them ; who have mi- 
nistered to the flock of Christ in a 
humble, peaceable, and disinterested 
manner, and for a series of years 
have been well reported of by all. For 
surely it is a sin of no small magni- 
tude to dismiss from that office such 
blameless and holy pastors! Happy 
are those presbyters, who have al- 
ready finished their course, and died 
in the fruitful discharge of their la- 
bours; they have now no reason to 
fear that any one should remove them 
from the place appointed for them. 
But, alas! we learn that you have 
ejected some excellent ministers,whos¢ 
blameless lives were an ornament to 
their profession. Ye are contentious, 
brethren, and zealous for things which 
belong not to salvation. Search the 
Scriptures, the faithful records of the 
Holy Spirit. There you find that 
good men were persecuted indeed, 
but by the wicked; were imprisoned, 
but by the unholy; were stoned, but 
by transgressors ; were murdered, but 
by the profane, and by such as were 
unjustly incensed against them. Let 
us, therefore, unite ourselves to the 
innocent and righteous, for they are 
(z0d’s elect. 

*“ Why are there strifes, angers, 
divisions, schisms, and contentions, 





* “It is impossible, calmly to weigh the 
arguments incidentaily introdaced by Sz. Cle- 
ment, in this place, without acknowledging 
that it furnishes good ground for edusidering 
the three orders of ministers which exist in 


yur Church, as agreeable to the institution of 


Christ. The apostles and their successors, to 
whom the name of exitzomes Was afterwards 
appropriated, correspond to our bishops; the 
elders, or presbyters, to our priests; end the 
aninisters, to our deacgug,” 
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among you? Have you not all one 
God, and one Christ? Is not one 
Spicit of grace poured out upon us 
all, and one calling of Christ bestow- 
ed upon us all? Why then do we 
rend and tear the members of Christ, 
and excite seditions in our own body? 
Your schism kas perverted many, has 
discouraged many, has staggered ma- 
ny. It has caused grief to us all; 
and, alas! it continues still.” 

As the nature of this epistle is 
practical, no very regular or precise 
statement of doctrine is to be expect- 
ed. Still, however, the essential doc- 
trines of revelation are clearly exhi- 
bited. He thus, for instance, plainly 
states his sentiments respecting re- 
demption by the atonement of Christ. 
* Let us look steadily at the blood of 
Christ, and see how precious his 
blood is in the sight of God; for on 
account of its being shed for our sal- 
vation, the grace of repentance is 
provided for all mankind.” In the 
ivllowing passage we have the infinite 
condescension of Christ stated as a 
ground for enforcing Christian humi- 
lity. Our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
sceptre of the majesty of God, came 
not in the pomp of pride and ostenta- 
tion, though he could have done so, 
but in humility. You see, brethren, 
the example he afforded us. If the 
Lord thus humbled himself, how 
should we too demean ourselves, whe 
are brought by him under the yoke 
of his grace.” 

In the annexed quotation, wherein 
he is speaking of the Old Testament 
fathers, he clearly states the all-im- 
portant doctrine of justification by 
grace through faith, and at the same 
time repels the yet common objection 
of its licentious tendency. “ All these 
were magnified and honoured, not 
through themselves, not through their 
own works, not through the righteous 
deeds which they performed, but 
through God’s will. And we, also 
by his will, being catled in Christ 
Jesus, are justified, not by ourselves, 
nor by our own wisdom, or under- 
standing, or godliness, or by the works 
which we have wrought in holiness of 
heart, but by faith; by which Al- 
mighty God bath justified all, whe 
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are, or have been, justitied from the 
beginning ; to whom be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. But what then? 
Shall we neglect good works? Does 
it hence follow, that we should leave 
the law of loving obedience? God 
forbid; let us rather hasten with all 
earnestness of mind to every good 
work; for the Lord himself rejoices 
in his works. Having such an ex- 
ample, let us strenuously follow his 
will, and work the works of righte- 
ousness with all our might.” 

Referring to the exalted privileges 
and graces of the real believer, he 
breaks forth into a kind of transport, 
whilst at the same time he strongly 
inculcates the importance of culti- 
vating personal holiness. “ How 
blessed, how amazing, my beloved, 
are the gifts of God! Life in im- 
mortality ! splendour in righteousness! 
truth in liberty! faith in assurance ! 
sobriety in holimess! And thus far, 
even in this life, we know by expe- 
rience. What, therefore, must those 
things be which Christ has prepared 
for those that wait for him? The 
Holy Creator and Father of the uni- 
verse alone knows their greatness and 
excellency. Let us, therefore, ear- 
nestly seek to be found amongst that 
number who wait for him, that we 
imay obtain the reward which he has 
promised. And how, beloved, shall 
we attain these rewards? By esta- 
blishing our hearts in faith towards 
God, and by seeking to do his will 
in all things with truth and earnest- 
ness. Thus, beloved, shall we find 
our salvation, even Jesus Christ, the 
High Priest of our offerings, and 
helper of our weakness.” 

Eusebius, speaking of this epistle, 
remarks, that Clement had inserted 
in it many sentiments of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, and also used some 
of the very expressions. Certainly 
in many parts there is an evident re- 

« semblance ; but whether Clement be 
supposed to quote from that epistle, 
or only to say the same things as it 
were by unconscious coincidence, we 
cannot but be oeee to observe an 
infusion of the language, spirit, and 
matter, of the sacred Scriptures in 
the writings of this and the other fa- 
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thers, which have thus travelled down 
from the times of the apostles, through 
every intervening age, to the present 
day. For this transmission of the 
words of Holy Writ affords a consi- 
derable proof, and one which has 
been justly urged in support of its 
authenticity; and a similar transmis- 
sion of the sense of any doctrine ot 
Stripture, which is agreeable to that 
which the Church generally receives 
in our own times, affords a presump- 
tive truth that this is the real and true 
interpretation, grounded at once on 
the antiquity and universality of its 
acceptance. 

Hitherto Clement had been won- 
derfully preserved during several 
dreadful persecutions; but the time 
was now at hand, when it was “ gi- 
ven to him in the behalf of Christ, 
not only to believe on him, but also 
to suffer for his sake.” It is not im- 
probable, that he had a presentiment 
of his impending sufferings; for in 
his epistle to the Corinthians, after 
referring to the persecutions endured 
by the apostles, he adds, that he look- 
ed upon himself and his people as 
appointed to run in the same lists, and 
engage in the same conflict. 

The following is an abstract of the 
occasion and circumstances of the 
martyrdom of this eminent father, as 
related by Cave, from the account of 
Simeon Metaphrastes. It is, howev- 
er, proper to inform the reader, that 
the authenticity of the whole account 
has been questioned. Several indi- 
viduals of high rank and character 
having been converted by Clement 
to the Christian faith, the jealousy 
and ill will of the pagans was at 
length excited against him. At the 
instance of one Torcutianus, a man 
of considerable influence in the city, 
he was accused of using magical arts ; 
and, upon his resolute refusal to sa- 
crifice to the heathen gods, he was 
banished by the emperor Trajan, and 
condemned to labour in some distant 
mines. 

This mode of punishment, not un- 
common amongst the Romans, was 
considered in severity next to a capi- 
tal one. The condemned person was 
treated with the greatest inhumanity. 
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He was deprived of his estate, scourg- 
ed, and fettered; and reduced to a 
state of abject slavery. And in after- 
times the sufferings of the miserable 
captive were increased by additions 
at once contemptuous and cruel. His 
head was half shaved, his forehead 
branded with a hot iron, his right eye 
bored ont, and his left leg disabled. 

On Clemeut’s arriving at the place 

of his exile, he found great numbers 
of Chiristians condemned to the same 
lamentable fate. His presence, how- 
ever, darted a cheering ray through 
the gloomy caves that surrounded 
them, whilst his labours, through the 
Divine blessing, were not only made 
useful in comforting his captive bre- 
thren, but also the means of con- 
verting numbers of the neighbouring 
inhabitants to the Christian faith. 

How interesting it is to behold this 
venerable saint, thus steadily perse- 
vering in his labour of love, under 
ihe pressure of those sufferings, to 
which he was condemned by his ene- 
mies. Although now far advanced in 
years, an exile, and a captive, his 
heart is filled with gratitude, and his 
mouth with praises; only anxious that 
whilst life and breath remain he may 
be made the happy instrument of 
pouring the balm of consolation into 
the wounded spirits of his fellow-pri- 
soners, and of leading all around him, 
whether friends or foes, to a partici- 
pation of the same Gospel! privileges 
with himself. Admirable is the wis- 
dom that characterizes his epistle; 
exemplary the deportment wherewith 
he adorns his episcopal office ; but his 
conduct while a prisoner in the mines 
surpasses in glory! 

T he wonderful effects which at- 
tended the labours of this eminent 
man having at length reached the 
ears of the emperor, he ordered the 
president to stop the increase of Chris- 
tianity, by putting several of the bre- 
thren to death. Finding, however, 
that the executions of one day serv- 
ed but as examples to encourage 
others to suffer in the same cause the 
next, he resolved, if possible, to strike 
terror into the rising sect, by singling 
out the most eminent teachers among 
them as the monuments of his dis- 
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pleasure. For this purpose Clement 
was selected ; and, after promises and 
threatenings had been employed in 
vain to cause him to retract, he was 
cast into the sea with a heavy weight 
affixed to his body. 

‘Thus was the temporal existence 
of this eminent apostolical father, 
after a long course of active and ex- 
tensive useiulness, at length termi- 
nated by a watery grave, about the 
commencement of the second century. 

SEES 
Protestant Episcopal Sunday Schools in the - 
City of New-York. 


Ir is conceived that the employment of 
Sunday in teaching young persons to read 
with merely secular views, would not 
comport with the sanctity of that holy 
day. The only justifiable object of Sun- 
day Schools is instruction, with an imme- 
diate view to religious improvement. Hence 
it has been considered by many that these 
schools would be most properly managed 
by each Christian denomination, who 
could convey such religious instruction 
as they deemed proper, without any dan- 
ger of collision or interference with each 
other. It would seem proper also that 
the schools of each congregation should 
be subject to the superintendence and di- 
rection of its minister and lay members, 
subject indeed to some general bond of 
union among congregations of the same 
Christian profession, but not liable to the 
inspection and direction of those of a dif- 
ferent religious belief. On these princi- 
ples, several congregations of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the city of 
New-York, united for the purpose of esta- 
blishing Sunday Schools, and adopted the 
following constitution. 


Constitution of the New-York Protest- 
ant Episcopal Sunday Schooi Society. 


Antictz J. This Institution shall be de- 
nominated The New-York Protestant Epis- 
copal Sunday School Society; and its ob- 
jects shall be the institution, direction, 
and encouragement of Sunday Schools in 
the city of New-York. 

Ant. If. The Society shall consist of 
persons paying to its funds an annual sum 
not less than fifty cents; donors of five 
dollars in one payment, shall be Members 
for life ; donors of ten dollars in one pay- 
ment, shall be Managers for life. 
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Arr. 111. Members of this Society, be- 
longing to the same congregation in this 
city, may form a School, or Schools, to be 
attached to that congregation, under such 
rules, in subservient cy to this Constitution, 
as they may think proper. The Clergy- 
man of each congregation ‘sh: all be Presi- 
dent of the Board of Directors of every 
School attached to the same: And where 
there are more than one Clerey man be- 
jonging to the same congregation, the 
Kector shall be President, and the Assist- 
ant Ministers Vice-Presidents. 

Arr. IVY. There shall be a Board of 
Managers for transacting the business of 
the Society, consisting of the Bishop of 
the Divcess of New-York, who shall be, 
ex officio, President of the Society and 

joard; Clergymen of the Protestant 

Episcopal Church in the city of New- 
York, who are Members of the Society ; 
such persons as agreeably to Article IL. 
of this Constitution, are Managers for 
life; and two laymen appointed by the 
Directors of each School. 

Art. V. The Board of Managers shall 
meet on the Wednesday next after the 
Anniversary of the Society, and at such 
other times, not less than once in tiree 
months, as they may deem expedicut; and 
any five members shall be a quorum for 
business: Provided that any number of 
Members appearing ata time and place 
duly notified, shall have the power of cal- 
ling an adjourned meeting. Extra meet- 
ings shall be called by the President, or 
(if he be absent from the city) by the 
senior Vice-President then in town, at 
his discretion, or at the written request 
of any three Managers. 

Aur. VI. At the first meeting of the 
Noard prescribed in the preceding Arti- 
cle, they shall elect, by ballot, from a- 
mong their own number, three Vice-Pre- 
sidents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. 
Vacancies in these offices, at any time oc- 
curring, may be immediately supplied by 
the Board. 

Aut. VIL The Board of Managers shall 
form laws for the government of their 
own body, and such rules as they may 
deem advisable for the Schools in union 
with this Society; shall determine and 
procure the books (than which no other 
books shall be used) and other articles 
for the Schools; and, in general, adopt 
such measures, conformably with this 
Constitution, as they may think most con- 
ductive to the interests and success of 
the institution. The Members of the 
Board shall, at all times, have the privi- 
lege of visiting any of the Schools. 

Ant. VILL. The Board shall inform the 
Directors of each School of the times of 
their stated meetings. And it shall be 
the duty of the Directors to present to 
ihe Board, at every such meeting, ac- 
counts of the state of their respective 
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Schools ; including the number of scho- 
Jars at the time; the names of those ad- 
ded, and of those that have lett the Scliools 
(specifying the cause of removal) since 
the last repert; distinguishing between 
adults and children, male and female, 
white and coloured; the number of class= 
es, and of individuals in each class, with 
the studies pursued by each respectively, 
and notices of particular proficiency or 
neglect ; and such ot her information as 
may aflerd a full view of the state of the 
Schools in union with this Society. 

Ant. 1X. Zhe payments of the Mem- 
bers of this Society must be made to the 
Treasurer of the Board of Managers, who 
shall have charge of the same, and of all 
books and other property of the Society. 
The Directors of any School may make 
application to the Board for money, 
books, or other necessary articles ; which 
application shall be subject to the deter- 
mination of the Board: Provided that 
every School shall be entitled, annually, 
to such sim as the Board of Managers 
may deem sufficient for the payment of an 
Instructor or Instructors for such School. 
If the funds should at any time prove 
more than sufficient to defray the expen. 
ses of the Schools in unien with this So- 
ciety, the surplus may be appropriated 
by the Board to any object which they 
think will promote the religious and mo- 
ral benetits designed by this institution. 
And should any School withdraw from 
union with this Society, it shall have no 
claim whatever on its funds ar other pro, 
perty. 

Art. X. The Anniversary of this Society 
shall be celebrated on the evening of the 
festival of “ The Holy Innocents ; % when 
ail the children and others taught in the 
Schools attached to the same shali be as- 
sembled in a Church or Chapel to which 
either of the Schools belongs, (to be pre- 
viously determined by the Board of Man; 
agers ;) the evening service of the Church 
shall be there celebrated ; such exercises 
in singing as may have been previously 
assigned by the Bishop, shall be perform- 
ed by the Scholars; the annual Report of 
the Board of Managers {collected from 
the Keports of the different Schools for 
the last year) shall be publicly read ; a 
sermon or address be delivered; and a 
collection made for the benefit of the So- 
ciety. The services on this occasion shall 
be performed by Clergymen previously 
appointed by the Bishop. On the day 
following the anniversar y celebration, (or, 
if that be Sunday, then on the next day) 
at a time and place previously appointed, 
and publicly notified by the Board, the 
Treasurer shall be in readiness to receive 
the annual contributions of the Members ; 
to each of which, if not paid by that time, 
shall be added the sum of 12 1-2 cents, 
in order to meet the expense of gollecting. 
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Ant. XI. All exercises in reading or 
memory pursued in Schools in union with 
this Society, shall be from the Holy 
Scriptures, the Book of Common Prayer, 
or other works calculated to impart reli- 
gious instruction on the principles of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. All devo- 
tional exercises used in these Schools 
mustreceive the sanction and approbation 
of the Bishop of this Diocess ; with whom 
shall also be lodged a copy of each annual 
Report of the Board of Managers. 

Ant. XLL. Schools formed for the in- 
struction of females, agreeably to the 
provisions of this Constitution, by Ladics 
contributing the same sums as Members, 
shall be in union with this Society, and 
entitled to all the privileges of other 
Schools. 

Anr. XII Every proposed alteration 
to this Constitution must be presented in 
writing to the Board of Managers, when 
& majority of its Members are present, 
by the Directors of one of the-Schools. If 
a majority of the Managers present ac- 
cede to the proposition, it shall be carri- 
ed. If not, it may, at the discretion of 
ihe proposers, be referred to the Directors 
of the different Schools; and if acceded 
to by a majority of those bodies, it shall 
be carried. 


It appears from this constitution that 
any Protestant Episcopal congregation 
may attach themselves to the society, for 
the purpose of establishing a Sunday 
School, under its own regulations, sub- 
ject to the provisions of the general con- 
stitution. The congregations of Trinity 
Church, of St. Paul’s and St. John’s Cha- 


pels, of Grace Church, of St. Mark’s , 


Church, and of St. James’s Church, have 
established Sunday Schools in union with 
the Protestant Episcopal Society. Sunday 
Schools had been previously organized in 
some of the other congregations of the 
F.piscopal Church in the city of New-York, 
and are, it is believed, in union with the 
general Sunday School Society. The fol- 
lowing are the leading regulations of the 
Sunday Schools of Trinity Church and its 
Chapels. And we cannot avoid indulging 
the hope that schools on similar principles, 
having in view the religious instruction of 
the scholars, will be organized in every 
Episcopal congregation in the state. 
By-Laws of the Board of Directors of the 
Sunday Schools of the Congregations of 
the Parish of Trinity Church, inthe City 
of New-York; and the Rules for the to- 
wernment of the gagd Sgitaols. 


HY-LAWS. 

Art. 1. There shall be a meeting (at a 
time and place appointed by the Presi- 
dent) of the members of the Wew- Yor! 
Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Socie- 
iy, belonging to each congregation ot 
Trinity Church, on the second Monday ia 
April in the present year, and on the first 
Monday in February in every other year, 
when not less than fifteen, nor more than 
thirty laymen of each cangregation (the 
nureber to be determined by the meeting) 
shall be elected by a plurality of the votes 
of those present, taken by ballot. These, 
together with the Rector of the Parish oi 
Trinity Church, as President; the Assist- 
ant Rector, as first Vice-President ; anc 
the Assistant Ministers, as second and 
third Vice-Presidents, shall constitute the 
Board of Directors of the same; and one 
third of the whole Board shall be a quo- 
rum for business. 

Art. 2. The Beard of Directors shail 
meet on the day following the annual 
election, at a time and place appointed 
by the Chairman of the General Meeting, 
and elect, by ballot, fiym among theirown 
number, a Secretary, and two Delegates 
to the General Board of Managers. Va 
cancies in the Board, or its offices, at any 
time occurring, may be immediately sup- 
plied hy the Board. 

ivi. 3. At every general meeting, and 
every meeting of the Board of Directors, 
the President, or, in his absence, the se- 
nior Vice-President present; or, in the 
absence of the President and all the Vice- 
Presidents, a chairman appointed by the 
meeting, shall preside-—determine all 
questions of order-——giye the casting vote 
m equal divisions, when questions are 
taken viva voce-—appoint all committees, 
except when otherwise directed—and sign 
ihe ininutes of the meeting. 

Irt. 4. Vhe Secrevary shall keep mi- 
nutes of the proceedings of the Board at 
each meeting, and when correct, attes: 
the same, and all other acts of the Board 
—give timcly netice to the members of 
all meetings—preserve the papers, books, 
und other property of the Board, and care- 
fully hand them over to his successor— 
and conduct such correspondence as the 
Board may from time to time direct. In 
his absence from any meeting, a Secretary 
pro tem. shall be appointed by the presid- 
img officer. 

/lxt. 5. It shall be the duty of the Board 
to provide suitable instructors for the 
School, being members of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, and of correct morai 
and religious deportment. 

-Irt. 6. A Commitice of Visitation shali 
be appointed, from time to time, as may 
Le necessary, by the presiding officer, from 
among tle members of the Board, or 
others belonging to the congregation to 
which the Schoolis attached; whose duty 

















298 Protestant Episcopal Sunday Schools. _ [No. 19, 


it shall be to adopt measures for procuring 
scholars for both branches of this school, 
and for ascertaining the cause of the ab- 
sence of delinquents. They shall, further, 
in such way as they may deem expedient, 
endeavour to interest the scholars in some 
profitable and honest employment of their 
time through the week. And in case of 
sickness, or peculiar distress among the 
scholars, it shall be the duty ef this com- 
mittee to interest thems: Ives, in such way 
as they may think best, to obtain charit- 
able relief. 

Art. 7. The stated meetings of this 
Board, besides that ordered in the second 
Jaw, shall be held on some day (to be ap- 
pointed by the President) in the weck 
preceding each stated meeting of the Ge- 
neral Board of Managers, when, from the 
reports of the Superintendents, shall be 
framed the report to be rendered to that 
Board, agreeably to the constitution. Ex- 
tra meetings shall be called by the Presi- 
dent, or either Vice-President, at his dis- 
cretion, or at the request of any three 
Directors. 

irt. 8 The Board shall devise, from 
time to time, such methods of reward and 
punishment as they may think proper. 

Art.9. There shall be branches of this 
School for the instruction of females, to 
be denominated the Female Sunday School 
af the Congregations of Trinity Church, 
consisting of ladies of the congregations, 
under such rules (in subserviency to the 
constitution of the general society) as 
they may deem proper. 





RULES. 


1. The hours of school exercises shall 
be appointed, from time to time, by the 
Rector of this parish, provided they do 
not interfere with the stated hours of 
public worship. 

2. The first school exercise, every Sun- 
day, shall be opened, and the last closed 
with a short religious exercise, to be ap- 
pointed by the Bishop of the Diocess, and 
performed by a Clergyman, if present, if 
not, bv a Superintendent or Teacher. 

5. Scholars may be offered for admit- 
tance at any time during school hours, 
and shall be accepted, provided a majo- 
rity of the Superintendents present con- 
cur. 

4. The scholars shall first recite the 
lessons appeinted them the preceding 
week; after which, the different classes 
shall be employed in reading and spelling. 

5. Three member's of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the school of each congregation 
shall, in rotation, attend the school for 
three Sundays, one of the three being re- 
placed every Sunday by another member, 
and, with the Clergyman or Clergymen of 
the parish who may be present, shall take 
the general oversight of the same, as Su- 
perintendents; and, as they may deem ex- 


pedient, exsmine the scholars as te profi- 
ciency, and, when necessary, assist in the 
business of instruction. They shall insert 
in a book to be styled the School-Register, 
the names of the Permanent Superinten- 
dent, of the persons who attend as Instrue- 
tors, of all the scholars added to the 
school during their attendance, specifying 
their age, place of residence, and, in the 
case of minors, the names of their pa- 
rents. The Superintendents shall make 
report at every meeting of the Board of 
Directors, of the state of the School. It 
shall be the duty of the Secretary to fur- 
nish the Permanent Superintendent with 
a list of the Directors; and he shall give 
at least six days notice to every member 
whose duty in rotation it may be to attend 
the School under this law. And it shall 
be the duty of any Director who may be 
unable to attend, to procure some other 
Director to attend in his place. — 

6. A Permanent Superintendent shall be 
appointed, who shall have the particular 
charge of the whole School, and shall be 
responsible for it. It shall be his duty, 
with the aid of the Superintendents and 
others, to procure Voluntary Instructors 
fur the School; to assist him in the busi- 
ness of instruction; to keep good order 
in the School; to divide the School into 
classes; and to see that a class-register 
be kept for each class; in the four first 
leaves of which the name, age, school- 
register number, and residence of each 
scholar are to be inserted; the last co- 
lumn being devoted for remarks. On the 
remaining pages the conduct, proficiency, 
&e. of each attending scholar during the 
month are to be noted, in the following 
manner—at the head of each of the lesser 
columns the following letters are to be 
inserted; in the first, P, for present; in 
the second, B, for good behaviour; in 
the third, D, for diligence; and in the 
fourth, M, for exercises of memory - 
which four minor columns form one great 
column for the day, the date of which is 
to be inserted at the head. If the scho- 
lar perform as above, place a dot in the 
proper column, above the line for the 
morning, and beneath it for the afternoon; 
if not, leave it blank. A cross or ¢ in 
the first column designates present in 
good time. And when any Instructor puts 
a mark opposite to the name of any scho- 
lar, he shall inform him thereof; and of 
the other particulars of this rule, so as 
to encourage him if he receives a good 
mark, and to excite him to do better if 
the mark is a bad one. These class-re- 
gisters shall be submitted to the Super- 
intendents previously to the dismission 
of the School, who shall publicly make 
such remarks thereon as they may think 
proper; and together with the school-re- 
gister, shall be laid before the Directors, 
at their stated Meetings, by the Perma: 
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nent Superintendent, and for this purpose 
sent by hima to the Secretary of the Board, 
or to some one of the Directors who in- 
tends to be present. At every stated 
meeting of the Board, premiums shall 
be adjudged as follows: to every scholar 
who has no bad mark, a premium in mo- 
ney or books, of the value of 121-2 cents; 
and so proportionably to 2 cents, which 
shall be assigned to those whose good 
marks barely exceed their bad marks; 
below which no premium shall be given. 

7. It is desirable that the gratuitous 
Instructors should serve in that capacity 
as long as possible, and should be diligent 
and punctual in their attendance; taking 
charge of such particular class as may be 
assigned them by the Permanent Superin- 
tendent. It shall be their duty to preserve 
order and stillness among their classes ; 
and, with the Superintendents and Perma- 
nent Superintendent, to promote the reli- 
gious and moral improvement of the scho- 
tars; for which purpose they are to assign 
them Scripture lessons, and lessons in the 
Catechism and other pious and moral 
books, which they are to commit to me- 
mory during the week. And the Instruc- 
tors shall, from time to time, put such 
questions to the scholars as may make 
them understand what they read, and 
more forcibly impress it on their minds. 

8. It is to be hoped that there will not 
be a deficiency of gratuitous Instructors 
to assist the Permanent Superintendent, 
and that they will consider it their duty 
to serve for at least three months. But 
if there should be a deficiency, it shall 
then be the duty of the Permanent Super- 
intendent to appoint as Monitors those of 
the scholars who most excel in learning 
and in good behaviour, who shall instruct 
the lower classes. ; 

9. In case of the absence of any scholar, 
it shall be the duty of the Instructor of 
the class, or some person procured for the 
purpose by the Permanent Superintendent, 
to visit the said scholar, and to report the 
cause of his or her non-attendance at the 
next school meeting. In case of sickness, 
to administer such good advice as may be 
deemed expedient; and in case of wilful 
non-attendance, to endeavour, by mild 
expostulation and persuasion, to induce 
him to attend. 

10. It shall be the duty of the Perma- 
nent Superintendent, the Superintendents 
for the time being, and the gratuitous 
Instructors, to take charge of the scho- 
lars during divine service, and to see that 
they behave themselves with decency and 
reverence. 

11. In cases of persevering unruly Le- 
haviour, or inattention to duty, the Per- 
manent Superintendent and Superinten- 
dents present, shall proceed accarding to 
their discretion, except that no scholar 
shall be dismissed from the school but by 
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the consent of one or more Superinten- 
dent. 


Female Sunday Schools of the Congrega- 
tions of Trinity Church, 


1. The Female Sunday Schools of the 
congregations of Trinity Church, shall be 
managed by a gratuitous Superintendent, 
and Instructors, who shall be ladies of the 
congregation, and who shall be approved 
by the Rector of the Church. The gra- 
tuitous Superintendent shall be chosen 
by the voluntary Instructors, who shall 
be at least sixteen years of age. 

2. The Superintendent shall have the 
charge of the School, and, in conjunction 
with the Instructors, shall conduct the 
same, as far as possible; agreeably to 
the rules of the Sunday Schools of the 
Congregations of Trinity Church. 

3. The Superintendent shall cause a 
report of the state of the School to be 
laid before the Board of Directors of the 
Sunday Schools of the Parish, at their 
stated mectings. 





The mode of conducting the School in 
St. John’s Chapel varies from that de- 
scribed in the above rales. The following 
is a sketch of it. 

The internal management of the School 
is conducted under the direction of the 
Superintendent and Teachers, who meet, 
as often as occasion requires, to visit their 
scholars, and adopt such measures as are 
found expedient for the prosperiety of 
the School. A Superintendent is elected 
semi-annually from the Teachers; whose 
duty it is to examine all children offered 
for admission, place them in proper class- 
es, to assign to the Teachers their re- 
spective duties, and assist them if neces- 
sary, receive afl visitors, attend to the 
general management of the School, and all 
business connected therewith; a Secreta- 
ry, also elected semi-annually, whose duty 
itis to keep minutes of ali meetings of 
the Teachers, the school-register, assist 
the Superintendent in the discharge of 
his official duties, and, in his absence, to 
attend to all the duties connected with 
that office: neither of whom are to absent 
themselves from the School without hay- 
ing previously secured the attendance of 
the other. No person is admitted as a 
Teacher unless he shall have attained the 
age of sixteen years, be approved by a 
majority of the Teachers present at any 
meeting, and agree to attend regularly to 
the duties of his station for at /east 
three months.* It is the duty of each 
Teacher, while in the School, to devote 





* This measure is found expedient from various rea. 
sons. The principal of which is, that from the length 
of time an intimacy and attachment is furmed between 
the Teachers and their scholars, which has been gene- 
rally found so great as to-prevent the Teacher being 
so destrous of quitting the Schoo!, 
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his whole attention to the class placed 
under his care by the Superintendent, the 
sole management of which belongs to the 
‘Teacher; it is also his duty to keep a 
regular list of his class, in a book provid- 
ed for the purpose, and therein note the 
proficiency, or delinquency, of each scho- 
lar; to visit the absentees, end report, 
quarterly, on the state of his class, to the 
Superintendent, in such manner as to ena- 
ble him to make his general report to the 
Board of Directors. The School is divid- 
ed into classes in the following manner : 
——'The first class consists of ali those who 
cannot spell words of more than one syl- 
Jableé; the second, of those beyond the 
first class, and who can spell words of two 
syllables; the third, of those who read 
imperfectly; and the fourth, of those 
who read without hesitation ; which class, 
when too numerous, are divided into as 
ymany sections as the Superintendent shall 
think proper. Each Teacher 3s allowed 
to make such regulations as he may deem 
most expedient in the class or sections 
entrusted to him, in order to excite dili- 
gence and emulation among his scholars, 
provided such regulations do not inter- 
tere with the rules of the School. No 
scholar is, on any account, to be dismis- 
ged without the concurrence of both the 
Teacher and Superintendent. The first 
School is opened, and the last closed with 
a form of devotion appointed by the Bi- 
shop of the Diocess. The second School 
4s opened with singing. 

Rewards of two kinds—Red and Blue 
Tickets, are distributed in the following 
manner: for being present at the open- 
ing of the School, for committing te me- 
mory any lesson in spelling, in reading, 
or in the catechism, &e. for being head of 
the cless, or for good behaviour during Di- 
vine Service, entitles the scholar to a 
Blue Ticket for each exercise, 10 of 
which are to be exchanged for one of 
Wed; 10 red ones entitle the holder toa 
Bible, 5 toa Testament, Praver Book, or 
the value thereof in other books. 


‘he following is the made of rewarding 
che scholars in the Female Sunday Schoo! 
of Trinity Church. 

At a stated hour the roll is called, when 
every scholar present is rewarded with a 
ticket; these tickets are of two kinds, 
Blue and Red. For learning and recit- 
ing correctly three verses from the New 
Testament a Blue Ticket, six answers in 
the Catechism a Blue one, proper beha- 
viour during Divine Service a Blue one al- 
so; four of those entitle the possessor to a 
Red one: ten Red ones to a small premi- 
tim of a book ; twenty and upwards to one 
of more value ; forty to a Bible. These 
tickets, by being constantly returned, will 
aot, after the first cost, be as expensive as 


the class-papers. Another benefit derived 
from them is, that the children having 
the rewards immediately, are more anxi- 
ous to deserve it than when they are told 
their good behaviour will meet with a re- 
ward a some future period. Another ad- 
vantage resulting from this method is, 
that most parents of the kind of chil- 
dren who form a Sunday School, would be 
more likely to make them attend when 
they bring liome those little tokens of their 
diligence. 
Vv 

The first meeting of the General Board 
of Managers wes held in the month of 
July last, when it appeared that Schools in 
union with the Socic(y, were established 
in dhe congregations of ‘Trinity Church, 
St. Paul’s Chapel, St. Jolin’s Chapel, Grace 
Church, £t. Mark’s Ciurch, and St. James’ 
Clrurch, each comprising both a male and 
f-male branch. Of these, the School con 
taining the greatest numper of scholars, 
was that attached to the congregation ot 
St. John’s Chapel; in which it appeared 
that the number of scholars regularly at- 
tending, amounted, on an average, to 

20 males, and 110 females. In the Schoo! 
of St. Paui’s Chapel, there were reported, 
as regular attendants, about 100 male, 
and 635 female scholars. In that of St. 
Mark’s Church, 55 male, and 75 female 
The part of the city in which Trinity 
and Grace Churches stand, does not fur. 
nish a very large portion of those classcs 
of the community for whose benefit Sun- 
day Schools are principally designed ,; 
and several had been established in that 
Vicinity previously to those in those 
Churches. For these reasons, although 
very laudable exertions have been mace, 
the number of scholars in those schools 
is but small. At the time of the meeting 
they were reported to contain, each about 
60 males, and between 30 and 40 females. 
From the School of St. James’ Church, 
no report was received. 

Of the above scholars, a portion in each 
school, and of cach sex, were coloured 
There were also many adults (some of 
whom had scen more than half acentury) 
who gladly availed themselves of the 
proferred aid, to enable them to read the 
Holy Scriptures, and bear their hum- 
ble and grateful part in the animating 
services of the sanctusry. Great pains 
have been taken by the Teachers to in- 
struct the scholars in the order of divine 
service, and the use of the Prayer Book. 
And the benefit of this is already wit-- 
nessed, by the correct and interesting 
manner in which the pupils (many of 
whom were but lately profane violators 
of the sanctity of the Holy Day) contorm 
to the edifying prescriptions of the Litur- 
gy, in posture, responses, and praises. 

It was most gratifying to observe, that 
the difference between the schools con- 
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sisted principally in their numbers. All 
were distinguished for the zeal, activity, 
and perseverauce of the Superintendents 
and Teachers, and the rapid progress of 
the scholars ; of which latter circumstance 
2ome very eminent proofs were particu- 
arly adduced. In some congregations, 
indeed, there did not appear as greata 
readiness to engage in the care of the 
School, or instruction of the children, as 
in others. This is a subject on which, 
in most cases, delicacy forbids personal 
solicitation; but it cannot, for a moment, 
be imagined that any who have at heart 
the good of the community, the welfare 
of the Church, or the immortal interests 
of their fellow-men, will suffer this great 
and good undertaking to decline for want 
of the aid which it may be in their power 
to extend. The thanks of all are due to 
the gentlemen and iadies who have so 
thithfully and successfully, and with such 
honour to themselves, enlisted in the 
furtherance of this work and labour of 
ove. 

A meeting of the Superintendents, 
Teachers, and scholars of the male and 
female schools of St. John’s Chapel, was 
recently held in the Church, for the pur- 
pose of conferring premiums, at which 
several of the congregation attended, and 
the Right Rey. Bishop Honanr delivered 
the foliowing 

ADDRESS. 

The business which we are called at 
this time to transact, is of a peculiarly 
interesting nature. The young children, 
and others, who have been instructed in 
the Sunday School of this Chapel, are 
assembled with the Superintendents and 
‘Yeachets; and premiums are to be as- 
signed to some of the most deserving 
among the scholars. Our attention cané 
not otherwise than be drawn on the pre- 
sent occasion, to the nature of Sunday 
Schools. Their design is to convey gra- 
tuitous instruction to the young and to 
the ignorant. This end alone, however 
important, would not justify the occu- 
pation of a great part of that sacred 
day which is hallowed to religious pur- 
poses, by the laborious, and, in some mea- 
sure, distracting business of teaching and 
learning. The principal object, therefore, 
of Sunday Schools, to which the portion 
of human learning which is taught in 
them, is but one of the means, is the re- 
ligious and moral improvement of the 
children. Many of them whe, on the 
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day of sacred rest and divine worship, 
would be rambling in the streets, exposed 
to the temptations of idleness and vice, 
and disturbing by their disorderly beha- 
viour, the repose of that holy day, are ied 
to the house of God—they are taught to 
read and to value his holy Word—to know 
and to love their Maker and Redeemer; 
they are instructed in the great princi- 
ples of their faith and duty as Christians ; 
their memories are stored with instruec- 
tive and edifying passages of Holy Writ, 
and of boolts of piety and devotion; they 
are trained to decent, correct, and or- 
derly manners and habits; and all these 
important objects are still further ad- 
vanced by their regular attendance on 
public worship, and their being taught 
to unite, with solemnity and devotion, in 
the Liturgy of the Church. Thus, then, 
the Sunday Schools of our Church have 
principally in view the religious and mo: 
ral improvement of the children—thei» 
present welfare and happiness, and their 
eternal salvation. All, therefore, who 
are engaged in the active duties of these 
Institutions, and by their pecuniary con- 
ributions, or by other means patronize 
them, are agents in a work of the most 
pious and benevolent nature; and which 
entitles them to the gratitude of all the 
friends of religion, and of social happi- 
ness and order. 

I should do great injustice to my feel- 
ings, if E did not, on this occasion, offer 
the tribute of gratitude to those who 
hold the stations of the Superintendents 
and Teachers of the Sunday School of 
this Chapel. Your duties are not a little 
laborious. By your exertions, and those 
of others, a large number of persons, prin- 
cipally children of both sexes, have been 
collected; of whom, in reference to the?r 
instruction, their religious improvement, 
their moral habits, and even their pe: 
sonal comfort and happiness, you consi- 
der yourselves, in some measure, the 
guardians. In the discharge of this re- 
sponsible trust, you visit them at their 
houses; you devote some hours ef the 
day of rest to the arduous duty of teach, 
ing many of them the first elements of 
learning, and all of them, their religious 
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their principles and tempers, and to im- 
prove their manners and habits; and you 
even sacrifice a portion of the highest 
cnjoyment, undisturbed intercourse with 
heaven in the house of prayer, to a vigi- 
lent superintendence of their deportment 
during the solemn exercises of this sa- 
cred place—and the best means of ad- 
vancing their instruction, improvement, 
and happiness, occupy your frequent coun- 
sels. No inconsiderable self-denial and 
exertion, as well as employment of mind 
and time, are necessary to the discharge 
of these duties. I see among you persons 
of both sexes; the young engaged in the 
active business of the Institution, and 
those of more mature age, extending to 
it their Gnceasing and wise superinten- 
dence and counsel. Responsible is your 
charge, and arduous your duties; but I 
am satisfied you are more than repaid for 
all your care and labour, in witnessing 
the improvement of your scholars—their 
advancement in those elements of human 
learning, so necessary to their temporal 
welfare; and, above all, in that know- 
ledge which makes them wise to salvation 
—their coutinual progress, under your 
fostering attention, indecency of manners, 
sobriety of deportment, and piety of prin- 
ciple and of life. What reward, indeed, 
can be more grateful to you, than the 
consideration, that you are powerfully 
instrumental in promoting the instruction 
and improvement of those in whom, as 
its futare members, society is deeply in- 
terested; and the religious knowledge, 
and the piety and virtue of those whom, 
as the members of his fold on earth, and 
the heirs of his celestial kingdom, yourRe- 
deemer regards with solicitude and affec- 
tion. Need I indulge any fears that you 
will not persevere in a work so beneficial 
in its efiects, and so full in its rewards? 
The flourishing state of your school, it 
is believed one of the largest in the city, is 
an evidence of your past exertions, and af- 
vords both a pledge and a motive for their 
continuation. Go on—you will be repaid 
in the improvement and happiness of 
these children—in the delightful con- 
sciousness of doing good, in the grati- 
tude of all who are acquainted with your 
meritorious labours, and in the approba- 
tion of your God. 
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Children and others instructed in the 
school—one of your first duties is to be 
grateful to those who devote so much 
time and attention to you, and who seek 
to make you wise, and good, and happy. 
Their only object is your improvement, 
and this will be their best reward. If 
you do not attend to their instructions, 
and if you disregard their admonitions, 
you will not only be ungrateful to them, 
but you will injure yourselves. Your im- 
provement will be prevented; and instead 
of growing wiser and better, you will 
continue in ignorance, and acquire idle 
and vicious habits, which will make you 
displeasing in the view both of man and 
of God. For, remember God is always 
present with you. He hears every thing 
which you say, he knows every thing 
which you do, and he will bring every 
thing into judgment. Tear him; and 
love him too, for he is infinitely good. 
He is your Father and Benefactor; and 
he so loved you as to give his only be- 
gotten Son to be your Saviour—to atone 
for your sins, and to lead you to heaven 
Diligently, then, learn the lessons from 
the Bible, the Prayer Book, and other 
pious books which are assigned you, that 
you may know your duty to God, your 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier; to 
yourselves and to your fellow-men. Be- 
have well during the time of worship, 
and remember that then, especially, the 
eye of God is upon you. In all things 
seek to please him. He will guide and 
protect you while you live; and when 
you come to die, he will make you happ: 
with him for ever. 











Mepiration on Het. 
(From the Pious Country Parishioner.) 

Tue holy scriptures assure us, that 
the disobedient and rebellious, the 
haters of God and despisers of good- 
ness, must be turned into hell. ‘This, 
O my soul, is the doleful abode of 
the fearful and unbelieving, of the 
proud and angry, malicious and re- 
vengeful ; qualities, which render 
these wretched sinners fit company 
for devils and reprobate sinners. 
Here whoremongers and adulterers, 
drunkards and profane swearers, are 
sentenced to weening, wailing, and 
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gnashing of teeth. QO could you 
hear them cry out in the midst of their 
torments, how would you fear to fol- 
low them into their sins! how would 
you strive against the temptations of 
your spiritual enemies, and try to 
flee from the wrath to come! the con- 
sideration of what the righteous en- 
jey, and what themselves might have 
enjoyed, had it not been their own 
fault, is a great addition to their 
misery; that there should be a heaven 
which they cannot enter into; that 


* there should be a God, whose blissful 


sight they must be excluded from ; 
that they should be separated from 
the company of their blessed Sa- 
viour, from the goodly fellowship of 
the prophets and apostles, from the 
noble army of saints, martyrs, and 
confessors, and all the blessed society 
which help to make up the happiness 
of heaven ; what a tormenting thought 
isthis! The scriptures describe the 
torments of the wicked, by all the cir- 
cumstances of horror: by every thing 
that is frightful to the senses, and ter- 
rible to the imagination! stiling them 
everlasting burnings ! the worm that 
never dies! a falling isto the hands 
of the living God! the being cast in- 
to outer darkness, where is weeping, 
wailing, and gnashing of teeth! This 
is some part of the account which the 
word of God gives to the sinner’s por- 
tion in a future state; and how dread- 
ful is it! both body and soul, and all 
the faculties of them, shall be torment- 
ed. The body shall suffer because it 
had a share in the sins that* occa- 
sioned these sorrows. Now, if the 
_burning of a fever, if the pains of any 
acute disease, be so grievous to be 
borne, as we know they are; how 
terrible must it be, to be cast into a lake 
of fire, which the breath of the Lord, 
as a stream of brimstone, doth kin- 
dle! but the most amazing circum- 
stance of all is, that the torments of 
the damned will be endless and un- 
changeable, without the least respite 
or intermission. ‘They, that is the 
damned, have no rest, says St. John, 
day or night, but shall be tormented 
for ever and ever! For ever and ever! 
OG dreadful word, For ever! When 
‘en thousand times ten thousand ages 
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are past and gone, their misery will 
be the same, where their worm never 
dieth, and the fire shall never be 
quenched. It is eternity which tinc- 
tures the sinner’s doom with the deep- 
est blackness. It is this that consuim- 
inates the torments of heil, and makes 
damnation of all things most to be 
dreaded. If this state may seem 
dreadful in the description, how much 
more dreadful will it be in reality? 
Well may we then cry out, O cursed 
sin, whose short-lived pleasures, and 
momentary delights are purchased at 
the dear rate of never-ceasing woes! 
In hell, darkness fills both the place 
and minds of those that are banished 
from God’s presence; blackness of 
darkness for ever fills the place ; 
biackness of guilt, horror, and de- 
spair. 

Oh, says the condemned sinner, 
that I had not given way to the spirit 
of lust and uncleanness, of luxury and 
wautonness, whic betrayed me into 
innumerable miscarriages in my life! 
Oh, that I had not followed the dic- 
tates of malice and revenge! Oh, that 
I had never defiled my lips with pro- 
fane swearing, cursing, and blasphe- 
my! Oh, that I had never been un- 
merciful or uncharitable! that IT had 
never injured or oppressed the poor, 
but had relieved their necessities, and 
made them partakers of my abun- 
dance! Had I done this, and instead 
of pursuing criminal pleasures, made 
the salvation of my soul my care and 
study, I might, instead of being+or- 
mented in these flames, have been in 
yonder bright and glorious mansions, 
singing praises and hallelujahs among 
the blessed saints,and with them coin- 
municating in those unspeakable plea- 
sures, which are ever to be felt in the 
presence and enjoyment of God and 
his Christ; but from thence I am 
eternally banished. 

As the tree fails so shall it lie; and, 
O my soul, how many thousands have 
been surprised in the midst of their 
sins, and hurried away to everlasting 
sorrows! And I, alas! how many 
times have I sinned against heaven ? 
and yet my God hath spared me hi- 
therto, according to the multitude of 
his mercies. No other reason can I 
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give, why I am not eternally misera- 
ble, but that thou, Lord, art merciful. 

When, therefore, [am next tempt- 
ed to commit any sin, LT will say to 
my soul, dow can 1 do this great 
wickedness, and sin against God, 
provoking fits infinite justice and al- 
mighty power to punish me? O Lord 
miost holy! who can dwell witu ever- 
lasting burnings! ©O blessed Jesus, 
thou most worthy Jade eternal, let 
yue never fall into the bitter pains cf 
eternal death ! 
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© eternal and most gracious Fa- 
ther, who hast declared in thy holy 
word, that thou desirest not the death 
of a sinner, but that he should rather 
turn from his sins, and be sawed; and 
for that end hast encouraged us to 
come bold!y to the threne ot Grace, 
that we may find merey in the time of 
ty thou vouchsafe to hear 
the prayers and cries of me, thy sin- 


need: O 
ful creature. who de most earnestly 
unplore thy mercy in the pardon of 
all my sins, for the sake of thy dear 
Son, and my Redeemer, Jesus Christ, 
who suffered and died once a most 
bitter death upon the cross, that we 
might not die and suifer eternally. 
Amen, Amen. 

O God, the Father of Heaven, have 
mercy upon me a miserable siiner 5 
and from thy wrath, and from ever- 
lasting damnation, good Lord deliver 
me. 

Grant, O God,-that, knowing these 
terrors of the Lord, 1 may effectually 
be persuaded to break off my sins; tor 
itis a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the livingrod, who ts a con- 
suming fire to ali the workers of int- 
quity. By the assistance of thy hea- 
veniy grace, 1 resolve this day, O 
Lord, and ali the days of my life, to 
live as becomes one that has eternity 
in view ; that when my perishing body 
shall crumble into dust, my soul may 
be received into dbraham’s bosom ; 
and at the general resurrection in the 
jast day, when soul and body shall be 
reunited, I may be acceptable in thy 
sight, through the alone merits and 
tutercession of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ 
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ORDINATION AND INSTITUTION. 

On ‘Tuesday, the 7th inst. an Ordination 
washeld at St. Michaci’s Church, Trenton, 
by the Right Rev. Bishop Crors, wher 
the Rev. Jamrs Monreomery Was sdmit- 
ted to the holy order of Priests. Morn- 
ing service was performed by the Rev 
Joun Bane weet Campset, Rector of the 
Church at Beaufort, South-Carolina; and 
a sermon on the occasion, was delivered 
by the Rev. Dr. Wuanvoyx, Rector of St. 
Mary’s Church, Burlington. 

Un Wednesday the Bishop instituted 
Mr. Montreomery Rector of St. Michacei’s 
Church. Mr. Gampser. «gain performed 
the morning service ;‘ and the Rev. Lew1s 
P. Bayvana, Reetor of Trinity Church, 
Newark, delivered a sermon on the occa- 
sion. 

In the afternoon of the same day, the 
holy rite of Confirmation was administer- 
ed in the Church before mentioned. Even- 
ing service was performed by the Rev. 
Mr. Monreoneunrr, and a sermon delivered 
by Bishop Crors. 


Paviv Loneworru, No. 1 Park, has 
recently published “ A concise View of the 
principal Points of Controversy between 
the Protestant and Roman Churches : con- 
tainine-—lI. A Letter to the Roman Catho 
lics of the city of Worcester, in Kngland. 
Il. A Reply to the above Address, by the 
late Archbishop Carroll. iL. An Answe: 
to the fate Archbishop Carroll’s Reply 
iV. Ashort Answer to the Appendix to the 
Catholic Question decided in New-York 
in 1815S. V. A few short Remarks on Dr. 
O’Gallagber’s Reply to the above Answer, 
by the itev. C. H. Wharton, D. D. Rector 
of St. Mary’s Church, Burlington, (N. J.) 
and Member of the ’bilosophical Society 
of Philadelphia. 

‘These tracts contain much valuable in- 
formation on the points which they dis- 
cuss. The late Archbishop Carroll was 
certainly competent to defend the pecu- 
liar tenets of his own Church, and Dr 
Whiarion’s character has been long esta 


biished as an accomplished scholar and _.i- 


vine. His remarks deserve additional i n- 
terest from the circumstance of his having 
renounced the Roman Catholic commu 
nion ; in justification of which measure, 
the first tract in the series was written. 
The Protestant Clergy and Laity should 
not be indifferent to the points of contro- 
versy between them and the Roman 
Church; and we, therefore, indulge the 
hope that this work will meet with an ex- 
tensive circulation. The Bookseller has 
published it at his own risk, and unless ex- 
ertions are made for the sale of it by those 
who are interested iv its contents, he wil! 
sustain considerable loss. 
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